INTELLIGENCE TESTS
children might possess and others lack For example, the
child may be invited to copy a diamond, to execute a
commission, to count backwards from 20 to 1, or to criticize
an absurd statement Some of these depend or* knowledge
But the knowledge required is very Dimple, and such as
cannot well be avoided by a child living in any community
unless he is unintelligent Pickmg up or±nary bits of
knowledge from everyday life is, in fact taken as cue
criterion of intelligence By having a medley of questions
he ensured that any advantage gained from recent experi-
ence with one item would not make much difference m the
whole score. Some might have a slight adventitious advan-
tage in one test, others in another, but the average vroald
not be much affected. There was no attempt it would
seem, to test separately any "faculties" of memory, or
imagination, or reasoning, the intelligence was ju&t taken
as a whole without much worry as to what exactly intelli-
gence means l
In the second place, the order of difficulty of the tests
was decided by actiial experiment with children, not by
any psychologizing a priori Take, for example, the Three
Commissions Test. In this, the child is asked to put a
bunch of keys on the table, then to bring the examiner
a box which is pointed out, then to shut the door. " Now
remember," says the examiner, "first the keys, then the
box, then the door/' 2
Instead of indulging in guesses as to the age at which
a normal or average cliild would first carry this out without
a mistake, the proper plan is to try it on large numbers
1 Binet's own words in describing his procedure are not always con-
sistent A discussion will be found in Professor Spearman's £>ook The
Nature of Intelligence, Macmillan 1923, pp 7 et seq Bmet seerrs to
have tned various points of view, and ultimately to have settled down
to tests which, as said in the text, are very diverse and un^arped Ly
any attempt to measure separate faculties. Such is» the prac*ical result,
whatever Bmet's theoretical vie^s
1 I once had the exhilarating experience of seeing a child correctly
place the keys on the table, bnng me the box, and then shut the door,
but from the outside, after which she went off to her class !
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